Whorls/Branches with Light Spikelets (Edinburgh/Lothians Grasses) 


Download Latest Version e Check other PDF sections first. 

° : Meadow-Grasses e Saltmarsh Grasses ¢ Whorl Grass « Wood Millet « Wood Melick e 
Tufted, Silver & Wavy Hair Grasses « Bents « Yellow Oat-Grass « Loose Silky Bent 

° : If the florets are not open, you may want to wait for them to do so. 

° are: COL Collins Pocket Guide to Grasses etc, HUB Hubbard, BSBI handbook. 


Wood Millet - Commonish in damp woody spots - Milium effusum - Map - coL:104-1, HUB 
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Tufted Hair Grass - Widespread in damp areas, both in the open and in shade - Deschampsia 
cespitosa - Map - cOL:88-1, HUB:251, BSBI:282 
e A fairly unmistakable grass when full size. Attractive silvery florets in large open sprays, often 


forming thick forests in the open, the leaves very jaggy and resisting running the fingers up. Less 
distinctive when small or with unopened flowers but the jaggy leaves will identify it. 





- Widespread, particularly disturbed ground - Poa annua - Map - coL:54-3, 


HUB:166, BSBI:198 
e Often hugs the ground before ascending. Flowers year round, so looking for it in winter will help 
ident 


ification. 
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Arms: mostly 1-2 
with bare base length 
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_- Widespread - Poa trivialis - Map - coL:56-1, HUB:184, BSBI:210 
e Look for (L) tall pointed ligules, and (R) Rough stem beneath leaves (l.e. sheaths) particularly 
when dried and higher up. Anthers 1.2-2.1mm. Flower branches in groups of 3-7. (P) Forms tall 


thick patches that dry attractively (pic). 
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Smooth Meadow-Grass - Leaves 2-4mm wide, anthers 1.5-2mm. Widespread - Poa pratensis - Map 
(strict) - COL:56-2, HUB:188, BSBI:222 
e See table following for similar grasses. 
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Flattened Broad-Leaved Narrow-Leaved 
Meadow-Grass Meadow-Grass Meadow-Grass Meadow-Grass 


Poa humilis Poa compressa Poa chaixii Poa angustifolia 
= Poa subcaerulea 


Widespread Occasionally found and broadly similar 


As Smooth but fringe of |Stems: flattened Lvs: broad, 6-10 mm, __|Lvs: wiry, 1(2) mm 
hairs at the sheath Lvs: 1-4 mm wide with hooded tips Anthers: 1.5-2 mm 
mouth (just below the |Anthers: 1.3-1.5mm _ — |Stems: tall, to 120cm 
leaf join) Anthers: 2-2.8 mm 
Anthers 1.5-3 mm Spikelets: few (2-4) 

florets. 


COL:56-3, HUB:190, BSBI:228 COL:54-5, HUB:192, BSBI:220 COL:56-5, HUB:182, BSBI:230 COL:56-2, HUB:186, BSBI:226 


Flattened 





Wood Meadowsgrass - Widespread - Poa nemoralis - Map - coL:58-3, HUB:174, BSBI:212 
e Amisty haze with distinctive leaves that protrude at right angles from the stem (pic), and likes 
the shade rather than the open. Spikelets are multi-floret but hard to see. See Common Bent 


below and the comparison that follows it. 
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Wood Meadowgrass v Common Bent - A visual comparison of the above two grasses showing the 
difference in spikelet (Spk) sizes. 
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t - Widespread - Agrostis capillaris - Map - coL:92-5, HUB:298, BSBI:342 
e For a misty haze like this, in the open or red-tinted think Common Bent or in woody shades Wood 
Meadow-Grass. Bents have single florets (see pic). See comparison above with Wood Meadowgrass. 
Other rare Bents (i.e. with single florets) - 
fe - Rare - Agrostis scabra - Map - coL:92-4a, BSBI:322 
- Rare - Agrostis castellana - Map - cOL:92-6a, HUB:372, BSBI:336 
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Short ligule 




















-- Occasional in Pentlands - Agrostis vinealis - Map - coL:92-1, HUB:296, BSBI:326 
e Awned, ligule longish. 
- Occasional in Pentlands - Agrostis canina - Map (strict) - coL:92-1, HUB:294, BSBI:330 
e Wide-creeping, open flowerhead. 
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Photos wilde-planten.nl 


- Forms vary hugely with habitat and may hardly creep at all. Often grows with the 
form easily discerned, but among other grasses you may see just the flowering heads. Widespread, 
particularly in damp areas or bare ground/stone - Agrostis stolonifera - Map - coL:92-6, HUB:302, BSBI:338 
e If awned then consider \ 2 Agrostis canina, which run in a different way, see above. 
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- Intermittently in the City (particularly Dean Bridge and either side) - Polypogon 
viridis - Map - COL:94-4, HUB:305, BSBI:114 


e Singly-flowered. The floral arms are not bare near the bases (see pic) lacking the gap of Creeping 
Bent. 
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Reflexed Saltmarsh Grass - Occasional, particularly coastal or by salted roads - Puccinellia distans 
- Ma ap - COL:60-1, HUB:198, BSBI:188 
e Flower stalks bare in met half, and turning down in Use 





























Common Saltmarsh Grass - Occasional (Coastal Saltmarshes) - Puccinellia maritima - Map - coL:60-3, 
HUB:200, BSBI:180 
e Forms a pure sward, spikelets all along the branches which never droop. 











( Photos irishwildflowers.ie ) 


Black Bent - Not uncommon in west, uncommonish in east - Agrostis gigantea - Map - coL:92-5a, HUB:300, 
BSBI:346 


e Tall, with thick running roots (dig into soil!), small forms might seem like Creeping Bent. 





Whorl Grass - Rare (this one at the Clifton Aquaduct) - Catabrosa aquatica - Map - cOL:64-1, HUB:220, 
BSBI:236 


e The half-whorls of flowers alternate giving a zigzaggy effect. 
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Yellow Oat-Grass - Common outside city streets - Trisetum flavescens - Map - coL:86-5, HUB:245, BSBI:272 
e A distinctive goldeny/yellowy sheen not well captured in a photo. 
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V long awns 


Photos of this from : infoflora.ch * cherrug.se * dbiodbs.units.it 
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- Widespread outside bypass - Deschampsia flexuosa - Map - coL:88-3, HUB:248, BSBI-76 
e Silvery with crinkly stems to the flowers. Perennial (doesn’t die), Spikelets 4-6mm. Compare 
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below Silver Hair Grass (Annual, spikelets 2.5-3.5mm). 
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Silver Hair-Grass - Infrequent - Aira caryophyllea - Map - coL:88-6, HUB:256, GBSBI:300 
e Ashort (3-40cm) annual, distinguishing it from Wavy Hair Grass it will all die each year, with 
smaller spikelets (2.5-3.5mm v 4-6mm). | 


Short (to 40cm) Me 
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Info 


Updated : 2019-12-15 - please check you have the latest version! 

Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 

Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotan 
All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 











